• 05/24/2006 10:02 TEL 1 631 549 0404 STRIKER 8 STRIKER * US PTO H) 003/0 1 1 



In the claims: 



Claims 1-8 cancelled. 



9. (currently amended) The monitoring system according to 
claim 8H . characterized in that the computer determines the correlation of 
the edge image with the reference edge image, that the computer is 
connected to a signal indicator (5) so that an alarm is output via the signal 
indicator (5) when the at least one region is detected as changed for a 
predetermined time <T1) longer than the edge image is detected as 
changed. 

10. (Original) The monitoring system according to claim 9, 
characterized in that an alarm is output via the signal indicator (5) when 
the at least one region of the edge image is detected as changed for 
longer than an additional predetermined time (T2). where the additional 
predetermined time (T2) is greater than the predetermined time (T1). 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The monitoring oyctom ncoo r rii ng 
te ^ o. a mnnitnring system ™ith * computer (7) for processing image 
riata from a stationary im P «» capturing device (1) that Is aimed at a 
predetermine vtewfield. characterized in that based on a reference image 
nf the viewfMrt and a current image of fr * viawfield. the computer (2) 
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establishes « reference ^doe image and an edgp image, that the 
computer determines the correlation of at least one region of the edge 
imaoe with the corresponding partial ima ne of the reference edge image, 
and that when the correlation falls b ftinw a threshold the computer 
registers the region as changed, characterized in that when the threshold 
is exceeded, the computer determines the difference of the region of the 
edge image from the corresponding partial image of the reference edge 
image, where a possible brightness difference between the reference 
edge image and the edge image is eliminated from the calculation so that 
by computing the image noise, a determination can be made as to 
whether there is a deviation of the region of the edge image from the 
partial image of the reference edge image that does not result from the 
image noise and the brightness difference. 

12. (currently amended) The monitoring system according 
to ono of claimo 8 to 11dajmJ1, characterized in that the image capturing 
device is a video camera. 

Claim 13 cancelled. 

14. (previously presented) A method of monitoring a 
predetermined scene to detect variations in the scene, said method 
comprising the steps of: 
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a) establishing an edge image and a reference edge image based 
on a reference image and a current image detected in a view field of a 
stationary image capturing device; 

b) calculating a correlation value for at least one region of the edge 
image and a corresponding partial image of the reference edge image; 

c) identifying a change of the at least one region when the 
correlation value falls below a threshold value; and 

d) outputting an alarm signal when the at least one region is 
identified as changed for a predetermined time interval that Is longer than 
a corresponding time interval that the edge image is detected to be 
changed, further comprising calculating an average quadratic deviation of 
said at least one region of the edge image and said corresponding partial 
image of the reference edge image when said correlation value exceeds 
said threshold value, so that possible brightness differences between said 
at least one region of the edge image and said corresponding partial 
image of the reference edge image are eliminated from the calculating; 

whereby deviations of said at least one region of the edge image 
from said corresponding partial image of the reference edge image that do 
not result from image noise and said brightness differences are 
distinguished. 

15. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 
14, further comprising computing current image noise and storing said 
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current image noise for subsequent image comparisons when none of 
said deviations that do not result from said image noise and said 
brightness differences are distinguished. 

Claims 16-19 cancelled. 

20. (previously presented) A monitoring system for 
monitoring a predetermined scene to detect variations in the scene, said 
monitoring system comprising 

means for generating a current image in a view field; 

means for establishing an edge image and a reference edge image 
based on a reference image and the current image detected in the view 
field; 

means for calculating a correlation value for at least one region of 
the edge image and a corresponding partial image of the reference edge 
image; 

means for identifying a change of the at least one region when the 
correlation value falls below a threshold value; and 

means for outputting an alarm signal when the at least one region 
is identified as changed for a predetermined time interval that is longer 
than a corresponding time interval that the edge image is detected to be 
changed; 

wherein said means for generating said current image comprises a 
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stationary image capturing device; said means for calculating said 
correlation value comprises a computer for processing image data and 
said computer includes means for testing whether or not said correlation 
value is above or below said threshold value in order to identify said 
change, further comprising means for calculating an average quadratic 
deviation of said at least one region of the edge image and said 
corresponding partial image of the reference edge image when said 
correlation value exceeds said threshold value, so that possible brightness 
differences between said at least one region of the edge image and said 
corresponding partial image of the reference edge image are eliminated 
from the calculating. 
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